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#886 11-24-2022, 09:56 AM

Not the best photo...

The two brickworks buildings are from the Pola "Old Time Factory" kit, one I first built as a kid in the '60s. I always liked the look of those structures, even if
they aren't particularly US prototypes.

dave

Modeling 1890s (because the voices in my head told me to)
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#887 12-09-2022, 01:29 PM

The foamcore warped badly, 1/2" in the 8" width of the section. Yesterday I primed/sealed the homasote underneath with diluted Titebond I II, today I brushed
on full strength Titebond III, positioned the foam piece, and added weight. I first put the bricks along the front edge towards the track. And then I used a wood
caul and clamps to hold down the other side. Hopefully the foamcore will not delaminate once the glue dries (it'll sit overnight.)

And a better photo of the cobblestone sheets. You can kinda see the warp if you look closely at the front and back edge.

dave

Modeling 1890s (because the voices in my head told me to)
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#88812-10-2022, 08:59 AM

Dave,

The warp looks minimal and as you say, hopefully the foamcore will maintain its integrity.

I came to distrust foamcore after watching it warp over time when we were using it at work for mounting photos and text for displays at conventions.

Mike

_________________________________________________

I was so much older then, I'm younger than that now Bob Dylan
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#889 12-10-2022, 12:42 PM

The bricks are off, and the glue seems to be holding:

More importantly, the buildings are sitting more-or-less flush on their pads:

The smokestack for the brick kiln needs some work, though. It's not quite plumb.

Next steps are to fill in the gap between the foamcore and the (homasote) base, then paint/add (stone) base scenery texture. 

dave

Modeling 1890s (because the voices in my head told me to)
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#89012-10-2022, 01:10 PM

Looking good right now! As Mike mentioned, though, I don't entirely trust this stuff, as it warps too easily. Best wishes!

Pete
in Michigan
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#891 12-10-2022, 01:27 PM

I definitely will NOT use conventional foamcore again. I might check the (semi) local plastics dealer for a price on Gatorboard or similar styrene (rather than
paper) faced stuff. https://www.piedmontplastics.com/pro...ced-foam-sheet

dave

Modeling 1890s (because the voices in my head told me to)
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#891.1 john_holtjohn_holt commented
12-10-2022, 02:37 PM

How about Sintra? Also known as pvc board. I think you can order it up 1/4 inch thick base. Can be glued with super glue, no problem.
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#89212-10-2022, 02:34 PM

Jim Sacco used Sinatra pvc for roads. I’m sure it has other applications. Ray Dunakin has used it for building structures. 

Mike

_________________________________________________

I was so much older then, I'm younger than that now Bob Dylan
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#893 12-10-2022, 02:35 PM

For this, I needed something that I could easily get that was 48" long x 10" wide (to cut down to fit.) I don't know what size sheets Sintra comes in (or where
it's available in large sizes.) Anyone know much about buying Sintra?

dave

Modeling 1890s (because the voices in my head told me to)
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#893.1 john_holtjohn_holt commented
12-10-2022, 02:42 PM

Sintra, ( not Sinatra ) is available from Amazon. Most commercial plastics companies only sell large sheets. Sign shops use a lot of this.
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#893.2 john_holtjohn_holt commented
12-10-2022, 02:57 PM

Dave.....This from Amazon. 
(6mm = 14 inch). 

PVC Foam Board Sheet - 24" x 48" - White - 6mm Thickness - Used in Signboard/Display, Digital & Screen Printing, Crafts, Modeling, Photo Mounting, &
Theatrical Props - Lightweight & Flame-Resistant
Brand: Foamacell
4.3 out of 5 stars 21 ratings
| 3 answered questions
$35.92
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#89412-10-2022, 03:35 PM

Another idea is to buy sheet cork from a place like Dick Blick.

_________________________________________________

I was so much older then, I'm younger than that now Bob Dylan
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#894.1deemerydeemery commented
12-10-2022, 04:04 PM

Cork wouldn't be rigid, and the idea here was to do a lot of the work on the substrate off the layout. I've used sheet cork for yards, etc.
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#894.2railman28railman28 commented
12-10-2022, 11:22 PM

Hardboard?
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#894.3deemerydeemery commented
12-11-2022, 08:41 AM

Hardboard would work. It would be heavier, of course, and harder to cut. But it would also be bombproof.
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#895 12-11-2022, 06:28 PM

The foamcore section is 'grouted in' with Sculptamold, then paint&glue and a layer of base scenery texture.

​

So far, no signs of rewarping/coming unglued.

Next step, ground foam and then static grass. Then I'll clean off the structure pads and take a look...

But for now, I added the structures to see how they look...

dave

Last edited by deemery; 12-11-2022, 06:58 PM.
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#89612-12-2022, 07:19 AM

The scene is starting to look good. I'm glad you were able to fix the warping relatively easy.

Curt Webb

Freelanced PRR Bellevue Sub
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#89712-12-2022, 10:53 AM

Dave, I got good results paving roads on my C&V RR with a mix of Sculptamold, a bit of water, yellow carpenter's glue and paynes gray universal tinting color. 
Looks like asphalt, no seams, no warping, light weight and it's held up really well over 20 years. 

The paving is a thin layer spread right on top of the blue extruded foam insulation. It was smoothed with a stiff palette knife. By applying a fair amount of
pressure a thin, semi pasty mix comes to the top of the layer - sort of like 'working the cream' when smoothing poured concrete.

  1 comment1 comment

 Quote  Comment  Flag Like 0

#897.1deemerydeemery commented
12-12-2022, 03:54 PM

My Sculptamold tends to come out with rather large 'curds' like cottage cheese. How did you get it that smooth?
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#89812-13-2022, 10:00 PM

Dave, I mix Sculptamold for paving roads in small batches, maybe 1/4 of a cup at a time. That goes farther than that might sound because it gets applied in a
very thin layer (often about 1/16 in.). First some water and some Paynes gray universal tinting pigment (tubes of tints are available most places that sell paint)
get added to the dry powder to make a very thick glop. I mix it in with with a skinny chemistry spatula (any similar thing will work as well, that happens to be
what I have).

​​​​​​The many lumps and clumps get chopped up as much as possible with the edge of the tool. Sculptamold is mostly paper pulp and no matter how much I mix
and stir some tiny bits of the pulp stay together and don't get wet through. They mostly show up as tiny white spots. I pick them out as much as possible and
rub them between my fingers to separate the fibers and drop the fibers back into the mix. I never get them all.

When that mix is looking mostly uniform it gets a squirt of yellow carpenter's glue followed by more mixing. The final mix for roads is kind of like crunchy
peanut butter. "Crunchy" because there are still little lumps. There's no exact recipe, I go by feel and experience from past projects.

The mix gets applied over the smooth factory finish of the styrofoam insulation, but I first poke a lot of small holes into the foam with a bamboo skewer. I
think that improves the mechanical bonding between the foam and mix and so far (20+ years) nothing has delaminated.

Sample of factory face of foam insulation with holes poked with skewer.

The mix gets spread with a stiff bladed pallete knife that has a slightly convex face because that helps keep the edges of the knife from digging into the mix as
it is spread. I use a fair amount of pressure when spreading and I dip the blade in water if the mix seems to be getting dry. The firm pressure squeezes more of
the pastiness to the top of the mix and forces many of the tiny lumps to the bottom. But there are still little lumps that suddenly show up as tiny white spots.

The stiff pallette knife is the second tool down. The skinny chem spatula is the bottom tool. A beat up old tube of tint is on top.

To get rid of those tiny lumps I switch to using the chem spatula and stab a lump with the pointed tip, poking it down into the foam insulation then smooth
the top layer over it. It sounds like more work than it is when you get going doing it. By keeping the mix wet it can be worked a lot longer than the package
says.

One other thing to experiment with first is how much universal tint to add. The color of the mix when wet will be darker than it will look when dry. For other
applications I might color the mix with flat latex paint and/or craft store acrylic paints. Very light colors will dry a little darker than they look wet. The
pavement can get additional color and staining with thin washes after it dries.

Last edited by Bill_Gill; 12-13-2022, 10:06 PM.
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#898.1railman28railman28 commented
12-15-2022, 04:12 PM

Nice info
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#899

2 - 4 2 - 4 

12-14-2022, 07:53 AM

Great how-to Bill.

Curt Webb

Freelanced PRR Bellevue Sub
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#899.2deemerydeemery commented
12-14-2022, 12:46 PM

Bill, right date? I found my Nov 22 RMC, but don't see the article.
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#899.3Bill_GillBill_Gill commented
12-14-2022, 04:33 PM

Dave, my goof. My fingers must be trying to use up all their 2022 keystrokes before the end of the year.
The article is in the NOV 2020 RMC.
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#899.4deemerydeemery commented
12-15-2022, 08:31 AM

OK, I'll have to dig back through my piles of magazines. I used to keep them all nice and sorted, but these days I'm too lazy, and just toss them all into a
box. :-)
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#900 12-18-2022, 02:56 PM

I cleaned up after the static grass, peeled off the tape on the track, and respotted the structures.
​

It's a good start, I think, but still lots to do to get the scenery to look more 'organic/blended'.

dave

Modeling 1890s (because the voices in my head told me to)
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#900.1 railman28railman28 commented
12-18-2022, 03:26 PM

Yes, it's a process. Be patience do a little at a time and evaluate. I have a hard time with the patience part.
(and share photos)
Bob
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